We consider the free boundary problem for the plasma vacuum interface model in ideal incompressible magneto-hydrodynamics. Under a suitable stability condition on the initial discontinuity, the well-posedness of the linearized problem, around a non constant basic state sufficiently smooth, is investigated. Since the latter amounts to be a non standard initial-boundary value problem of mixed hyperbolic-elliptic type, for its resolution we introduce a fully "hyperbolic" regularized problem. For the regularized problem, a suitable a priori estimate, uniform with respect to the small parameter of the regularization, is derived in the anisotropic Sobolev space H 1 * .
